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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A liquid transfer apparatus comprising: 

a capillary for aspirating liquid from one end thereof by means of capillarity; 
a pressure mechanism for pressurizing an inside of the capillary from an 

other end of the capillary; and 

a connection mechanism for bringing the other end of the capillary into-at 

l e ast ono of: , alternately, an ambient pressure state and a state in which the other 

end of the capillary is connected to the pressure mechanism, wherein the 

connection mechanism comprises: 

a capillary support member adapted for hermetic contact with an outer 
periphery of the capillary, said capillary support member having an elastic member 
for hermetically securing the capillar y to the capillary support : and 

a pressure unit removably connected to the capillary support member, 
wherein the pressure unit forms a hermetic space between the other end of the 
capillary and the pressure mechanism when connected to the capillary support 
member, and wherein the pressure unit has a first pressure chamber with a 
diaphragm on one wall surface thereof for pressurizing an inside of the capillary from 
the other end of the capillary, and a second pressure chamber connected to the 
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